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We have been moved by our experience participating in the Assembly and working with 
our international Lasallian Family. Over the course of the Assembly, we have had a 
chance to gather as a Region informally several times which has been a gift as we built 
community. Several of us knew each other before coming to the Assembly, but we have 
grown closer as a group and now identify coming, not from our respective Districts, but 
coming from RELAN—the newest Region of the institute.   
 
There were many power experiences for us. The welcome by the students served as a 
reminder of the heart of the mission, and the reason why we are gathered here 
together. We were grateful for the opportunity to learn of the realities of other Regions 
and inspired by the movement of the Holy Spirit around the Lasallian Family in the many 
strong programs and apostolates serving the young people, students, and families 
entrusted to our care. We appreciated the challenges that other Regions face and were 
impressed by the dedicated Lasallians we met during the assembly. 
 
We found the prayer services, liturgies, music, and holy togetherness that was shared 
during the assembly very life giving. The retreat days were a gift of time, reflection, and 
processing that many of us do not have back home. We realize that this entire assembly 
has been on holy ground. We are thankful for the hard work of the liturgy team, for 
inviting us to the dance, and giving us a framework and space to be spiritually nourished 
during the Assembly.   
 
Our time in our language groups and thematic groups provided us an opportunity to 
listen, share, and dream for the future of mission. We were called to move beyond our 
own perspectives, to truly appreciate different experiences and realities around the 
Lasallian Family. Even when there was tension, and spirited exchanges, we remained 
hopeful. We recognized that what can seem like a challenging situation is really be an 
opportunity to be open and accept the invitation to be bold and innovative in planning for 
the future. We want to thank Brother Álvaro, the General Council, the preparatory 
committee, all of the facilitators, and translators for their hard work of the last two 
weeks.  
 
For many of us the most powerful experiences took place outside the general 
sessions—the shared meals, the coffee breaks, the chance meeting on a street outside 
the Motherhouse, the socials, the dancing, the laughter. The chance to fully experience 
the kaleidoscope of our Lasallian Family will be something we will carry with us back to 
our Region, our Districts and our ministries.    
 
While we know we cannot count the apples in a seed, we go forth from the Assembly 
filled with hope—taking the risk of smashing the jar, carrying the pieces of the past, and 
building a future to best meet the needs of the people entrusted to our care.     
 
On behalf of RELAN... Thank you. 


