




All schools structure crisis plans and conduct 
safety drills in an effort to be prepared for 
moments of emergency.  But nothing is the same 
as the experience of an actual school crisis event. 

 

This presentation is a reflection on lessons learned 
by one of our Lasallian high schools where a 
shooting occurred last year on campus during the 
school day. 

 





BUT THERE ARE LESSONS THAT WE LEARNED  



È Mental/Emotional  

È Safety 

È Communication  

È Media 

È Other 

 

 



È Counselors are critical: La Salle; other schools; 
county crisis intervention team; professionals from 
hospitals/ health agencies 

È Great help from Dr. Dan Nelson ð Medical 
Director of Child Psychiatry Unit, Cincinnati 
Childrenõs Hospital, and member of National 
Center for School Crisis and Bereavement 

È Maintain normalcy: kept retreat; no school 
activities on day of incident, but next day back to 
as much normal as possible 

È The Next Day: start in same rooms; Mass; highest 
priority for this day for most was the mental health 
of the community, not academics 
 



È Ongoing needs: event will bring forth other 
emotions/issues  

È Companions on a Journey ð great local grief 
counseling resource 

È Students/parents/families look to school for 
comfort, reassurance, direction 

È They expect us to know how to handle ð so be 
willing to seek help from others to assist you when 
you are beyond your comfort zone  

È Held session during the following week for faculty 
and staff ð need to take care of the caretakers 

 



È If you donõt have a plan for lockdowns, evacuations, 
and acts of violence ð develop one and know it!  

È Crisis plan drills are not just routine practice anymore  

È Any part of the plan including a Lockdown ð anyone 
can initiate the action 

È We now do Gun dog sweeps in addition to drug dog 
sweeps 

È We were encouraged by some to add metal 
detectors/x -ray machines ð we chose NO 

È There has been additional police presence at all schools 
in our area since ShadyHook - we have visits 3xõs/day 
plus off duty police/fire  

 



È Cell phones are now permitted  

È Room numbers are now posted inside rooms 

È ALICE training ð suggest connecting with your 
local police department for info  

È We re-evaluated ALL security measures 

È And added other safety improvements  

 


