
For the first time in the history 

of Christ the Teacher Institute for 
Education, two separate gradua-
tion ceremonies were held in 
recent months. On May 3, the 
first took place in the traditional 
time - the Spring season. On that 
occasion, thirty-two students 
received their diplomas or de-
grees from Saint Mary’s Univer-
sity of Minnesota. Because of 
increased requirements in Kenya 
in recent years, a number of stu-
dents were not quite able to 

complete their studies at that 
time. So, this past weekend, on 
July 12, another seventeen CTIE 
students culminated their studies 
with either the diploma or the 
degree from Saint Mary’s. (The 

photos here are from the recent 
graduation.) 

The expectation is that CTIE will 
return to one Spring graduation 
next year. While the additional 

course work over the past two 
months was challenging for our 
July graduates, they may take 
some consolation that they are 
likely to be the only July gradua-
tion ever in the history of CTIE. 

Brother Robert Smith, FSC, Vice 

President, Schools of Graduate 

and Professional Programs, 

Saint Mary’s University, pre-

sided over the Commencement 

Exercises with great enthusiasm, 

as it was a homecoming for him, 

having served as CTIE Director 

from 2000-2003. He encouraged 

the graduates to pay attention 

to the recent Vatican document, 

“Educating Today and Tomor-

row: A Renewing Passion.”       

In his closing, he cited the prac-

tice of the philosopher, Martin 

Buber, who entered into rooms 

by reminding himself that he  
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was on holy ground. Bro. 

Robert encouraged these new 

teachers that it was a practice 

that they may wish to replicate 

whenever they enter their 

classrooms. 

All speakers, including Brother 

Paulos Welday, Director of 

CTIE, cited the graduates’ class 

theme (seen below) as an out-

standing statement of what 

these graduates have striven 

for and which will inspire their 

own careers as teachers.  What 

a holy vocation to transform 

the lives of others. 

A unique feature of this 

graduation was the presence of 

Brother Paulos’s immediate 

predecessors as Director: 

Brother Robert Smith and 

Brother Dominic Ehrmantraut.  



Among the proud graduates of CTIE 

this past Saturday, July 12, is Mornica 
Miguya. A Luo from Siaya County, 
Western Kenya, Mornica was the last 
born of seven children. When she was 
ten, her father died, leaving her mom 
to raise the family with few resources. 
Nonetheless, Mornica managed to 
attend primary and secondary school 
as a day student in the local village. 

One of her siblings, Lukas Otieno, was a 
young De La Salle Brother in Formation, 
but he died suddenly during his apostolic 
year just prior to entering CTIE in 2002. 
At the time of Lukas’s death, Brother 
Dominic Ehrmantraut was the first Pro-
vincial of the newly-formed Lwanga Dis-
trict. It was through the connections 
with Lukas’s family that Brother Dominic 
met Mornica and learned of her own 
desire to be a teacher. 

A graduate of St. Mary’s University, 
Mr. Joseph Ross (see related article 
below) responded to a request to 
assist Mornica. Thanks to his generos-
ity, she has reached the level of B.A., 
having majored in History and CRE 
(Christian Religious Education). Even 
as you are reading this, Mornica is 
searching for a teaching position in 
Kenya for the start of the third tri-
mester in September. 

Mornica expresses her deep gratitude 

for Mr. Ross. She calls her sponsor the 

most generous and supportive man: 

“Without him, I could never have 

come to CTIE. I am very, very thank-

ful. And I pray that God will bless him 

abundantly.” 

[A beaming Mornica is center in the photo 

above, surrounded by her family and 

Brothers Dominic and Paulos (right), and 

Sister Jane Gikonyo (left), CTIE’s Dean of 

Students.] 

resulted, he says, from reading an article in 
a previous CTIEhappenings issue. Wow. 

“My CTIE involvement enables young 
women, who would otherwise have no 
opportunity, to prepare with a Catholic 
education to participate in the educational 
transformation of Africa. Barb and I spent 
time with Florence (his first sponsored 
student) and Mornica, and it was most 
rewarding to see their appreciation of the 
opportunity they were afforded. Anyone 
who chooses to support a student at CTIE 
will feel the real appreciation that those 
students have for being afforded an oppor-
tunity that would not otherwise have been 
available to them. “ 

Thank you so much, Mr. Ross, for your role 
in CTIE’s mission of transforming lives. 

A graduate of Saint Mary’s College (now 

Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota) in 
1967, Mr. Joseph Ross has spent his ca-
reer, first in corporate law, and then as 
President, Chairman, and CEO of Federal 
Signal Corporation, a NYSE company. He 
and his wife, Barbara, have five children. 
Joe and Barb are residents of Florida, but 
they spend summers in the Chicago area. 

Mr. Ross was introduced to CTIE via 
Brother Dominic Ehrmantraut, and 
Monica is the second student he has 
sponsored through the four years of 
teacher preparation. Beginning next 
month, he will sponsor three young 
women who will begin their studies at 
CTIE. Two of the three are from the Kib-
era slum, and his sponsorship of them 

[Anyone who would like more informa-
tion on helping to sponsor a student 
from Kibera, please contact your editor 
at dennisleefsc@gmail.com. Thanks.] 
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         Mornica Atieno Miguya, Class of 2014 

                 Joseph Ross—Transforming Lives 

CTIEH APPE NI NG S  

mailto:dennisleefsc@gmail.com


VOLUME 6,  NUM BE R 4 

On June 21, as Spring sprung into 

summer, six Lasallians arrived in Nai-
robi from Albany (Bill Wolff, La Salle 
School), Baltimore (Marc Parisi, Cal-
vert Hall), Eatontown (Maryann 
Donohue Lynch, DENA), Los Angeles 
(Abel Gutierrez, Cathedral HS), Paw-
tucket (Allison Amodie), and Spring 
field Gardens (Brother Phil Rofrano). 

The Summit was an opportunity for the Lasal-
lians from both continents to talk about ways 
to deepen the relationship between twinned 
schools. Hopefully, the work from these pio-
neers in the next months will assist in fur-
thering the relationships. 

Although CTIE is not twinned with any Lasal-

lian ministry, CTIE served as a Nairobi co-

host throughout the experience. After ob-

serving this teacher trainer college, partici-

pant Bill Wolff noted:  “To me, a great deal 

of teacher training has to do with environ-

ment and the culture of the institution pro-

viding that training.  Setting high standards, 

being clear about mission and purpose, and 

ensuring a welcoming and supportive envi-

ronment, as CTIE does, transfers to the CTIE 

students, and then into the classrooms that 

CTIE graduates are themselves responsible 

for.  The culture at CTIE is a model for 

teacher preparation programs everywhere.” 

A special thanks to Abel Gutierrez who, 

after the experience, prepared a 6 minute 

presentation on the 11 days in Kenya. This 

awesome video can be found at this link, 

which hopefully you can successfully open:                             

http://www.abelpix.com/Events/Twinning-

Summit-2014/Twinning-Summit-2014-LSL/i

-X5VLfbS/A 

[The Twinning Summit participants are pictured 

above with the De La Salle novices who subse-

quently completed their novitiate and who will 

begin at CTIE next month.] 

[Below is the chapel above the CTIE class-

rooms, Notice the very distinctive crucifix.] 
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     CTIE Co-Hosts Pioneer Twinning Summit 



As you may be aware, your editor has been 

serving back at CTIE for some months at a 
time, awaiting a permanent assignment. Last 
week, Brother Ghebreyesus (together with 
the blessing of Brother Dennis Malloy, Visitor 
of DENA) has posted me to CTIE, where I will 
multi-task, including teaching, beginning with 
a 30 hour course, beginning on August 14 and 
ending on August 29. Quite a fortnight that 
will be… Please do expect more frequent 
newsletters this year, spreading the ongoing 
great news of the work of CTIE... Please con-
tact me with any suggestions you may have. 

Welcome to Brother Ghebreyesus Habte, 

FSC, who officially became the third Visitor 
of the Lwanga District on July 1. That eve-
ning, at De La Salle Centre, most of the 
Brothers in the area, joined by the six Twin-
ning Summit participants, witnessed the 
transfer of leadership from Brother Esayas 
Tzeguy, seen here, having just presented 
Bro. Ghebreyesus with several symbols of 
authority, including the red hat, tradition-
ally used in the Nigerian culture by the des-
ignated chief. Hail to the new chief of 
Lwanga. 

                          In Closing, Two Updates 

SOME CLOSING IMAGES:     

GRADUATION  2014 

Happy Graduates above… To the 
right, the marching band from 
Kuwinda leads the procession… CTIE 
Directors since 2000: Brothers 
Dominic Ehrmantraut, Robert Smith, 
and Paulos Welday below. 


