
Let us remember we are in the holy presence of God.

OPENING SONG: We are One Body

We are one body, one body in Christ and we do not stand alone.
We are one body, one body in Christ: and he came that we might have life.

When you eat my body and you drink my blood, I will live in you and you will live in my love (repeat). R.

Can you hear them crying, can you feel their pain? Will you feed my hungry, will you help my lame?

See the unborn baby, the forgotten one, they are not forsaken, they are not unloved. R.

I am the Way, the Truth, the Life, I am the Final Sacrifice, I am the Way, the Truth, the Life;

he who believes in me will have eternal life (repeat). R.

I have come, your Savior, that you might have life, through the tears and sorrow, through the toils and 

strife. Listen when I call you, for I know your need, come to me, your shepherd, for my flock I feed. R.

At the name of Jesus ev’ry knee shall bend; Jesus is the Lord and he will come again (repeat). 

We are one body, one body in Christ and we do not stand alone.
We are one body, one body in Christ: and he came that we might have life.

SACRED SCRIPTURE: 1 Corinthians 12:12-13, 27-31

The body is one and has many members, but all the members, many though they are, are one body; and 

so it is with Christ. It was in one Spirit, that all of us, whether Jew or Greek, slave or free were baptized 

into one body. All of us have been given to drink the one Spirit. You then, are the body of Christ. Every 

one of you is a member of it. Furthermore, God has set up in the church first apostles, second proph-

ets, third teachers, then miracle workers, healers, assistants, administrators, and those who speak in 

tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles or have the gift of 

healing? Do all speak in tongues, all have the gift of interpretation of tongues? Set your hearts on the 

greater gifts.

  The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



CONTEMPORARY VOICES: From “A Letter from Kenya”, International Formation Session 2019

Considering the pastoral ministry of vocations together is to rediscover that God calls me and calls 

us always; and to discover that we need to develop one language, common attitudes, and experiences 

that allow a “culture of vocation” to grow and in which all of us have a role to play. All of us are 

responsible for sustaining and taking care of our vocation, for accompanying others, and for 

accompanying one another in our vocational journey.

REFLECTION

How do you see your role as educator as a vocation? If so how? 

How do you sustain yourself as well as encourage your colleagues, your students, 
your Brothers in their respective vocations?

CONTEMPORARY VOICES: From “A Letter from Kenya”, International Formation Session 2019

In order to respond to this call from God, we need mediators, means, communal spaces, significant 

experiences of service, and opportunities to mature and live an adult faith life. This call is connected 

to accompaniment and discernment and our response leads us to commit ourselves to the mission: 

the human and Christian education of the young whereby we live and announce the Good News that 

the reign of God is possible for the least. To the degree that this personal and communal mission is 

lived by those who commit to carry it forward, offer it as an option, and give it significance will it be 

possible to think of a “culture” that invites persons to discover their role in becoming co-builders of 

the reign of God on earth. 

REFLECTION

Have I ever encouraged those who I have taught or ministered with to further 
commit themselves to Lasallian education? 

How have I shown that by my example?



CONTEMPORARY VOICES: From “A Letter from Kenya”, International Formation Session 2019

This commitment can be lived from the rich and various forms of life that enrich the Lasallian 

charism: Brothers, Sisters, Associates, and Committed Lasallians. The need for this Lasallian family 

continues to be great in the diverse social contexts where the Lasallian mission is lived. In these

places, we continue to simply offer who we are and encourage all, personally and communally, to 

follow Jesus with an openness to the Spirit. In this way, we can respond to God’s call and the new 

opportunities that surface from our pastoral ministry with the young and for vocations. 

OUR RESPONSE: Prayers of Gratitude and Praise, Edward Hayes

All:  Blessed are you, Lord our God, who has given to all of us a destiny and purpose in our lives.

Side 1: We thank You., God of Mysterious ways,

             that You have a holy design for us.

  We rejoice that we are special to You, 

             That our names are written in the palm of 

 Your hand and our place in history,

            our purpose for existing,

            is known within our heart,

 since endless ages.

Side 1: Blessed are You, inscrutable Lord,

            for those events, persons, talents and loves

           which have helped us to discover adventure 

 and purpose, fruitfulness and meaning,

            in our sometimes empty

          and seemingly insignificant lives.

All: Blessed are You, Lord our God, who has given us a destiny and purpose in life. Amen. 

Side 2: We are grateful for that long line of holy   

        people, who since ancient times have    

        inspired others by their faithfulness to their  

        own destinies. They by their very lives, 

        shout out to us not to compromise 

        our destiny

        but to live fully within 

        Your eternal design.

Side 2: Blessed are You,

            for colleagues, teachers, parents, family     

            and friends who call us out

            from the cocoon of comfort 

            and contentment to embark upon 

            that unique path

            which You have sent forth

            for each of your sons and daughters.



This prayer was created by the Regional 
Vocation Formation Committee to be 
shared with ministries and communities 
during the Year of Lasallian Vocations.

It is the third of three prayer services to 
be shared focusing on the three themes 
of the Year of Lasallian Vocations.

CLOSING PRAYER: (Together)

Lord, Jesus, thank you for your call to build your Kingdom through the Lasallian Charism. 

Open our hearts to hope and help us to understand the privilege moment that we live today. 

Grant that we Brothers and Lay Partners be capable of continuing the work started by our Founder, 

Saint John Baptist De La Salle, for the youth and especially those who need us the most; 

with deep faith and ardent zeal. Grant us many vocation of Brothers and Lay Partners who will re-

spond more to the new forms that announce a promising future more than a “maintain the status quo” 

vision. That, rather than being excessively concerned about survival, we may with Your Grace, put all 

our effort, in continuing to be instruments of salvation for the world. Amen!

St. John Baptist De La Salle . . . Pray for us!

Live Jesus in our hearts . . . Forever! 


