
DE LA SALLE 
STREET CHILDREN 
PROJECT

DIRE DAWA, ETHIOPIA

BACKGROUND 
De La Salle Street Children Project was established in 2003 to help street children of Dire Dawa get a human and Christian 
education. It is an extension project of Bisrate Gabriel School. The house, which is owned by the Sisters of Charity, closed 
in 2010 when the sisters needed the building for other purposes. Despite the closure, the project continues to serve young 
people without a home and a family. It offers free education at Bisrate Gabriel to children the project previously served. It also 
helps support young people who are now enrolled at a university by connecting them with donors to support their needs.

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE 
Bisrate Gabriel hopes to serve children by building a center for the De La Salle Street Children Project to provide educational 
training, host youth outreach programs, and help alleviate the problems affecting street children and orphans. The goal is 
to provide an education and self-development program for street children ages five through 18 so that they can properly 
integrate into Ethiopia’s education system and the wider society. It is hoped that through education the lifestyle and behavior 
of street children will be more positive and constructive. The project plans to target problems that have marginalized certain 
children in Ethiopian society. Through the De La Salle Street Children Project, Bisrate Gabriel plans to work with children to 
set their personal goals (vocational or educational) and determine the best way to achieve them. The center will allow these 
children to express themselves (through art, sports, music, drama, etc.) and fulfill their potential on an individual level. 

SPECIFIC GOALS 
Specific goals of the project include: providing remedial education and training to at least 60 students per year; having 
a psychologist and a social worker on staff to lead rehabilitation programs with counseling and social education to help 
children overcome their previous difficulties; employing two primary school teachers to ensure that each child has the 
necessary literacy skills to move forward in his/her education; promoting awareness of drug abuse, sexual exploitation, HIV/
AIDS, child labor and the dangers of living on the streets; and providing vocational training so children can earn a living. The 
De La Salle Street Children Program also plans to collaborate with the community and other organizations to address the 
unmet social and health needs of street children in Dire Dawa. It plans to empower children educationally by introducing the 
most appropriate curriculum and pedagogical resources into use.

CONTACT BISRATE GABRIEL 
Headmaster: Brother Kassaye Antuan, FSC
Email: kassant@yahoo.com
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