MWANGAZA COLLEGE
NAKURU, KENYA

ABOUT THE SCHOOL AND STUDENTS
The Catholic Diocese of Nakuru opened Mwangaza College, formerly Bishop Ndingi Skills Training Centre, in 1992 for postsecondary training with two departments: business, and tailoring and dressmaking. It later expanded to seven departments,
including accounting, fashion and design, hairdressing, information technology, and food and beverage (catering). The
Christian Brothers assumed direction of the school in 1993.
Mwangaza offers a variety of courses across all departments with the most offerings in the business department, including
secretarial studies, certified public secretaries (CPS), and certified public accountants (CPA). In addition, Mwangaza has also
started offering early childhood education courses at certificate and diploma levels. Mwangaza currently serves 309 students,
including 98 students in food and beverage (catering), 75 in accounting, 42 in hair and beauty, 36 in fashion and design, 24
in information technology, 10 in tailoring, 9 in secreterial, 8 in early childhood development, and 7 in business.

ACTIVITIES AND SERVICE
Students keep busy outside of their academic courses. They
participate in leadership training, community service in their town
and on campus, and school festivities like the De La Salle feast day
celebration each May. Students also took part in their annual peace
walk in October as part of the International Lasallian Days for Peace.
They walked to a local juvenile correction facility to spend time with
young people. Mwangaza also offers workshops for young women on
women’s rights, entrepreneurship and female empowerment.
(Right) Students and staff clean up campus as part of
the new semester that started in January 2019. (Bottom)
Students take part in their 2018 Peace Walk as part of
International Lasallian Days for Peace.

SUCCESSES AND CHALLENGES
Mwangaza College recently upgraded its kitchen and opened a bakery (pictured below) using grant money. The bakery
serves as training for students and provides baked goods for meals on campus. Additionally, Mwangaza sells baked goods
to the community as a source of income. Lasallian Women of Hope, which began at Mwangaza College in 2016 with the
Women’s Pad Project, is still going strong and has expanded. The Women’s Pad Project
provides feminine hygiene products to female students in order for them to have continuity
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in their attendance. What started at Mwangaza College now has an impact internationally.
DONATIONS
Lasallian Women of Hope is now a project of De La Salle Solidarietà Internazionale –
ONLUS and La Salle International Foundation. Thanks to donations, feminine products are
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now being distributed to women who need them in a number of Lasallian ministries.
One of the biggest challenges that Mwangaza College faces is that most students are from
families that cannot afford school fees. Another challenge is enrollment. Mwangaza is
experiencing dwindling enrollment numbers as more colleges open in the area.
Students at Mwangaza College have requested a basketball court, and the school hopes to
put some future twinning donations toward building one. A court will give students the
opportunity to play a game they love, along with introducing space for other sports like
tennis. Having a basketball court will allow students to participate in college tournaments
within the Nakuru region, which they cannot do without their own court. The college would
also use the court as a marketing tool to recruit new students and to rent it out as a source
of income. Mwangaza wants to name the court after Brother Brendan Foley, FSC, a Brother
from the Lasallian Region of North America who recently passed away. Brother Brendan was
principal at Mwangaza for six years and enjoyed teaching students how to play basketball.

twinning donations
have helped to
fund scholarships
for students in
need, purchase a
photocopying
machine, and buy
a camera for
security purposes.
Mwangaza hopes
to use some future
donations to build
a basketball court.

MESSAGE FROM PRINCIPAL BROTHER OSCAR OKOTH, FSC
Greetings from Mwangaza College. May I take this chance on behalf of Mwangaza to sincerely
thank you for the wonderful work you are doing to help us through the twinning program. I
am quite sure that you sacrifice a lot to ensure that you give something in order to help touch
the lives of our students who are so much in need of education here at Mwangaza but are
financially unable to pay. Your contributions have really made them have a better life. You also
helped improve our college in terms of acquiring some facilities which are so important to the
school. Through twinning we were able to purchase a new photocopying machine and have
CCTV cameras in the college to help improve the security of the school, which is now a major
problem in our schools in Kenya. I am so much grateful for that support. My dear Lasallians,
you are touching hearts here in Mwangaza. We as a community pray for you that the good
Lord may help you in all that you do.

Meet Joseph Kimata Njeri

Joseph, 21, is a Lasallian leader at Mwangaza College. He is studying
accounting and is looking forward to earning a degree in finance.

A TYPICAL SCHOOL DAY FOR JOSEPH
My day in school starts at 9:00 a.m. and ends at 5:30 p.m. Currently, I am taking one unit in the
college, where it takes one hour per day. We usually have two breaks, whereby one is for tea break
and the other one for lunch break. After the lesson is over, I usually spend my rest of the day in
the library for my personal studies, and I later join my colleagues for some class discussion group.
When it’s around 4:30 p.m., I usually spend some time in the field playing ball with colleagues from
other departments for around one hour or more. When I feel like am tired, I just go home and rest
and prepare for the next day activity.

WHAT JOSEPH ENJOYS ABOUT MWANGAZA
I enjoy being in Mwangaza College because it has what it takes for a person to be qualified when it comes to the job market.
The management has made it easier by employing qualified and passionate teachers. The school also has taught us how to
care for the less fortunate in the society by giving whatever little that we have to them. This is one of the activities that we
embrace much in the school, and it makes us all to come together and show our care and love to the society at large. The
activity makes us to forget all our differences that we may have and live in unity as a school knowing that we all need each
other for our day-to-day life. The school has also made me to be able to socialize with other students well and also to learn
other people’s cultures. I also enjoy being the Lasallian leader in the school, which has given me the opportunity to know
more about our Founder. I have gotten support from our Brother and our matron when it comes to carrying out my work in
the school. I would like to see the work began by our Founder has been completed and that we have spread the Gospel to the
whole world by helping the needy among us in the society.
When am not in class, I engage myself in games and talks with friends. I participate in volleyball and handball and sing in
the school choir. I also plan the activities to carry out as Lasallians in the school and make sure that the program runs well.
During the holiday, I usually go home and help in the farm work. I usually engage in activities like digging and looking for
the animals’ pasture and water. We practice a mixed farming, whereby we plant maize, beans and potatoes.

ABOUT JOSEPH’S FAMILY
I have been brought up in a very disciplined atmosphere where values and principles have always been given priority. I
come from a single-parent family, where my mother has always been our breadwinner. My mother’s name is Jane Njeri
Wanjema. I have one brother and one sister, and I am the last born in the family. We live together with our grandmother,
who has been of great help to us all. My mother is a small-scale farmer. She is a great source of motivation in my life. In the
past, I had a grandfather who was acting as my dad, but he died from illness. We now rely on our grandmother, who is also
a farmer, but due to her old age, she is not capable of doing that much as she used to do in the past. Although she still stands
with us in whatever we need because she is so loving, and she is concerned with our education very much. My mother,
my grandmother and also my late grandfather have always worked tirelessly to see that we have all the basic needs. They
have always ensured that we, their children and grandchildren, are working to achieve the desires of our hearts and what is
best for us. Since the death of my grandfather it has not been easy for us as grandchildren and also for my mother and my
grandmother when it comes to raise all that we need for our day-to-day running, plus when it comes to raising of the school
fees for us all. My brother and my sister have always been the source of joy in the family. They keep encouraging me to work
hard when it comes to my studies. Despite the many challenges that my mother has gone through, she has never been tired
of us, neither has she refused to give us what we need, even if it means sacrificing herself. I do believe that one of these days
I will be able to stand on my own and help my mother and my grandmother as a way of saying thanks to them for their great
love and concern they have shown me, and they are still showing it to me.

JOSEPH’S THOUGHTS ON LASALLIAN EDUCATION
The Lasallian education is one of the best quality types of education. This is because the aim of this education is to help
the students’ mind to grow with a lot of knowledge and also help the hearts of the students to grow spiritually. This makes
their students come out as professionals and ready for the job market. This education has helped me to learn that for me to
achieve all that I want, I must work hard and that I should always try as much as possible to be a self-driven person. It has
also helped me to become a responsible person in the future. I am looking forward to take a degree course in finance.

JOSEPH’S MESSAGE TO STUDENTS IN TWINNED SCHOOLS
To all the Lasallian schools, I would like to urge you always to be positive in what you do – no matter what the issue is.
Education is the only great thing that you can inherit from the person who has given you that opportunity to be in school.
Therefore, you need to take it very seriously, and once you achieve it, make sure that you use it in a beneficial way to yourself
and also to others.

The most recent group of Mwangaza College graduates received their diplomas in December 2018, Mwangaza’s 24th graduation ceremony.

CONTACT MWANGAZA
Principal: Brother Oscar Okoth, FSC
Email: macajwang2000@gmail.com
Skype: oscar.ojwang2
Website: www.mwangazacollege.org
Facebook: @MwangazaCollegeNakuru
Twitter: @MwangazaColle
Instagram: @mwangazacolle

www.lasallian.info/twinning

RELAN TWINNED SCHOOLS
•

The De La Salle School, Freeport, NY,
Brother Timothy Jones, FSC,
btjones@delasalleschool.org

•

DeLaSalle High School, Minneapolis, MN,
Peg Hodapp, peg.hodapp@delasalle.com

•

La Salle College High School, Wyndmoor,
PA, Lew Clark, ClarkL@lschs.org

•

La Salle Catholic College Preparatory,
Milwaukie, OR, Tom McLaughlin,
tmclaughlin@lsprep.org
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