CORONAVIRUS IN LWANGA

Lasallian ministries in the Lwanga District of Africa are closed due to the
conoravirus outbreak. We are attempting to contact each twinned ministry
to express our solidarity and will provide updates to you as we can. Please
pray for the safety of Lasallians in your twinned ministries and know that
they are praying for you. The updates from the ministries presented here
are accurate as of April 2, 2020.

From Brother Ghebreyesus Habte, FSC, Lwanga District Visitor
All of our schools and institutions are closed. Some teachers are trying to connect with students on WhatsApp
and give assignments, but it is not easy. Some parents are helping their kids with their studies and asking their
teachers for help with what they do not understand. Financially poor people who earn their bread daily are
really worried about the possibility of a total lockdown. Many will die in their homes. This is a big concern and
frustration for many of the families specifically who live in the slums or those with low income. We are hoping
that this virus will pass and life will be normal soon. God willing.

MWANGAZA COLLEGE
As I write to you, I know it is a difficult time for us all with this
pandemic. We are secluded in our homes, but I am quite sure that
we shall overcome. Here in Kenya, the situation is getting worse day
by day. Economical things are getting tough. People are losing jobs,
and this for sure is going to affect us too in the long run because
the parents are getting affected so we continue praying that this can
end soon. At the moment, the college is closed and our students are
at home, and we are not sure when we shall resume. Despite this
sad news, we thank God for the support you continue giving us, the
support continues to change the lives of a number of our students
who if not for your support would not have made it in life, and I pray
that the good Lord continues blessing you for that good heart of
helping others. As we approach this Holy Week, dear Lasallians, let’s
continue to intensify our prayers to God through the intercession of our
holy Founder that this COVID-19 may come to pass so that we get back to our normal activities. Let’s continue
keeping each other in prayers during this difficult time. I look forward to the future when things stabilize to have a
chance to Skype. God bless. —Brother Oscar Okoth, FSC, principal

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL, ADAMA/NAZARETH
We, all the Brothers, students, teachers and parents, are so far safe. Here in Ethiopia, schools are closed. We are
all applying stay-at-home principles. God forbid, due to our way of life, our poverty and our lack of readiness with
medical conditions, we will be devastated. We are very much scared, and we ask for your prayers. Honestly, I am
praying for you and all the great people I have known in America that God may protect His people. Due to lack
of technology advancement, we are unable to share educational materials with our students. We are talking with
former students about creating apps that can be used to reach students virtually. Please know, as we struggle
with the coronavirus, we are very much into international news to hear what happens to you all, and we pray for
all of you. —Brother Sheferaw Mekonen, FSC, principal

RONGAI AGRI AND TECH SCHOOL
We are doing okay. The kids are home but the teachers, the Brothers and the rest of the workers are still around.
All schools are closed now. We are doing our best to ensure safety. —Brother Bonface Wachira, FSC, principal

MOUNT LA SALLE COLLEGE
Mount La Salle College closed hurriedly by the
orders of the government. Fortunately for us,
exams were in progress, so we adjusted our
exams timetable and finished up the exams and
closed school earlier than planned. At this time, all
students are safely home with their parents. I’ve
been in touch with most of my students and staff,
and they’re all doing well. The COVID-19 pandemic
feels like a monster approaching our home area
with no place to run to. The situation has created
anxiety and uncertainty. There’s a lockdown but it’s
hard to keep people home, especially when they
live from hand-to-mouth. At this time that COVID-19
is creating life’s difficult situation for us all, we at
Mount La Salle College are in communion with
our twinned partners in prayer (at right). —Brother
Godwin Biin, FSC

PRAYER FOR GOD’S PROTECTION
AGAINST COVID-19

Lord God, as we witness the spread of COVID-19
across nations of the world, we lift our hearts to you in
supplication for our Lasallian friends and colleagues all
over the world, especially our Lasallian brothers and
sisters in the twinning programme in Toronto and the
USA. Lord, forgive us where we have erred and grant
us your protection. May your healing reach out to the
victims of this pandemic, and your grace to those
affected in one way or the other. As we wait in fear and
anxiety as the pandemic approaches our environment,
we beg you to keep us safe. We make this prayer
through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son. Amen.
Saint John Baptist de La Salle… Pray for us.
Live Jesus in our hearts… Forever.

ST. JOHN BAPTIST DE LA SALLE SCHOOL
Here in Addis Ababa, all our schools are currently closed until further notice. We are also under a stay-at-home
order. The orphans are still under the care of the Mother Teresa Sisters because they have no place to go.
Teachers would like to send students the remaining lessons thru email or telegram but most students don’t
have computers or tablets in their homes. Both teachers and students are struggling to finish the lessons. Our
local restrictions include no meetings, no worshipping in churches, limits to the number of travelers in public
transportation and no public gatherings or other related activities. Let’s continue praying for each other. God
bless. —Brother Kassu Fantaye, FSC, principal

CHILD DISCOVERY CENTER
We are doing well, but as of now we have placed our children with
foster families because the government ordered all schools to
close. We have suffered a set back in the disruption of attendance
at school and the cancellation of all visits of potential local donors
who give us a lot of food during this period of Easter, which helps
us a lot in cutting the cost of buying food. We, too, are praying for
you and especially the students and faculty of the schools twinned
with us. May our Lord God protect each one of you. —Brother Paul
Anderson, FSC, administrator

ST. PAUL SECONDARY SCHOOL
Things are just beginning to unwind. The challenge we are facing is the big number of people who live handto-mouth on a daily basis; they are not ready to cooperate by quarantining or limiting themselves to minimal
movements, as they say they have nothing to eat and so on. As of now none of our students or staff have been
infected or directly affected. The next 10 days could be crucial as those who interacted and were infected by
the incoming persons will begin to mushroom up from all corners of the country. My greatest concern is the
welfare of our staff; if the schools don’t reopen by May/June then every month that passes by they will have
no salary. Equally the class time the students are losing will be unrecoverable even if the school calendars are
adjusted. At the end of it all is for us to be men and women of faith and while we do what humanly we can, we
leave the rest to the Almighty God. —Brother Francis Simeon Njoroge, FSC, principal

SUPERIOR GENERAL’S PRAYER

We invite you to pray for your twinned ministries using this prayer by Brother Robert Schieler, FSC.

Lord Jesus Christ, in your mercy and compassion look kindly upon us. Bless our nurses, doctors,
researchers and all healthcare personnel with courage and strength as they continue to care for our
sick sisters and brothers.
May your Holy Spirit inspire in all Lasallians a sense of social responsibility and guide us to follow the
directives of medical experts and governments so that together we can ensure the wellbeing of all,
especially of those who are poor and have limited or no access to healthcare.
Grant to each of us, Lord, the eyes to see our relatives, neighbors and friends who are alone, who have
lost loved ones or who need a good Samaritan to do their shopping or assist with other basic needs.
Give us a compassionate heart that moves us to generously respond to those in distress.
Lord Jesus Christ, in your mercy and compassion look kindly upon all members of the Lasallian Family.
Bless all of us with peace and good health. May the angels lead those who have died into paradise.

