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Words of Gratitude 

 

I sincerely thank the Lasallian Education Council for this honor.  I 
congratulate my fellow awardees this evening. 

I was privileged to be in attendance when this award was first initiated.  
The honorees that evening were two Lasallian scholars who contributed 
much to our understanding of the Lasallian heritage we share today: 
Brothers Miguel Campos and Luke Salm.  Beyond their groundbreaking 
scholarship and the global leadership that Brother John Johnston 
provided the Lasallian Mission, I think of them, first and foremost, as 
my Brothers.  They, like so many others—including you in this hall this 
evening—live a fundamental dynamic of our heritage: fraternity.  We 
are sisters and brothers to one another and to the students entrusted 
to our care.  In our fractured and polarized world today, our witness to 
sisterhood and brotherhood is a quality so needed.  

For many years now, this Huether Conference has been a doorway to 
fraternity and formation for hundreds of women and men associated 
with Lasallian ministries.  It is often their first contact with the larger 
Lasallian family.  Each year particular themes and topics are offered 
inviting us to develop and live more deeply our vocation as 
educators.  Occasionally, a theme is explored to help us reflect more 
deeply on the larger vision and purpose of what we do each day in our 
ministries.  I will briefly mention two past conferences that did so.  



 First, the 1985 Huether Workshop, as it was known in those days, was 
the culmination of a year-long study on the Characteristics of the 
Lasallian School: The teacher as a minister of grace, Association, and 
the effective Management of Schools.  In the following decade, Districts 
held numerous workshops on how we live these three characteristics as 
well as expanding their essential concepts into the Lasallian goals and 
principles we know today, all to help us provide a quality education to 
those who cross the threshold of our classrooms. That quality 
education has many dimensions.  I highlight just one this evening. 

The primary concern of the Institute and Global Lasallian Family is the 
educational needs of those whose dignity and basic rights are not 
recognized.  By our mission, we seek to make it possible for them to live 
with dignity as sons and daughters of God.  We establish, renew, and 
diversify our works according to the needs of the Reign of God.1 

The dignity and rights of children were at the heart of Brother John’s 
own mission while Superior General. Inspired by his vision and hope, 
the second Huether Conference I want to mention is the 2011 
conference on the rights of children.  At that gathering, the Visitors of 
the United States promulgated a statement titled: Standing with 
Children.  They wrote: 

In fidelity to the prophetic vision of John Baptist de La Salle, our 
Founder and the Patron Saint of Teachers, we view standing for 
children, especially the most vulnerable, as an integral dimension 
of our total consecration to God. Our Institute’s 43rd General 
Chapter in 2000, directed that the defense and promotion of the 
rights of children be “a major focus of concern” for the Lasallian 
education mission.2 

They concluded their statement with these words: 

 
1 (cf. The Rule of the Brothers of the Christian Schools, 2015, article 13) 
2 Standing for Children, A Statement of the Provincial Leaders, Christian Brothers Conference, 2011. 



The Gospel of Jesus and Catholic Social Teaching instructs us that 
the preservation of human dignity can only be attained if human 
rights are affirmed and protected. Thus, we call upon political and 
religious leaders, as well as civil society organizations in the 
United States and throughout the world, to exercise their 
influence to promote and protect children’s rights, moving our 
society towards achieving real progress so that all children may 
thrive.3 

We are accomplishing this dimension of our mission—and all aspects of 
the human and Christian education we impart—because our “fraternity 
and sense of community are the greatest and the best contribution of 
Lasallian pedagogy to educational processes…[Fraternity] helps to build 
common dreams and transformative commitments.”4 

Our work, our mission, our vocation—together and by association—
changes lives and the world. Never doubt it. Thank you for all you do 
each day to make this dream of sisterhood, brotherhood and 
transformative education a reality.  

And thank you again for this honor. 

 

Brother Robert Schieler, FSC 

 

 
3 The entire statement is available from Christian Brothers Conference, Regional Office, Washington, DC. 
4 Declaration on the Lasallian Educational Mission: Challenges, Convictions and Hope, Generalate, Rome, 2020, #4. 


